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Curriculum Policy
1. Introduction
1.1 The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning
and personal growth and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of
the National Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school
organises in order to enrich the experience of the children. It also includes the ‘hidden
curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to
behave. We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who
can work and co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that
they achieve their true potential.
2. Value
2.1 Our school curriculum is underpinned by the values that we hold at our school. The
curriculum is the means by which the school achieves its objective of educating
children in the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need in order to lead
fulfilling lives.
2.2 Our school values are:
 Show team spirit
 Do the right thing
 Think Big
3. Aims and objectives
3.1 The aims of our school curriculum are:












to enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of their ability;
to promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to school,
and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning;
to teach children the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and information technology (IT);
to enable children to be creative and to develop their own thinking;
to teach children about their developing world, including how their environment and
society have changed over time;
to help children understand Britain’s cultural heritage;
to enable children to be positive citizens in society;
to fulfil all the requirements of the National Curriculum and the Locally Agreed Syllabus
for Religious Education;
to teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to
understand right from wrong;
to help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they grow up
committed to equal opportunities for all;
to enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be able
to live and work co-operatively with others.

4. Organisation and planning
4.1 We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agree a long-term plan for each key stage.
This indicates what topics are to be taught in each term, and to which groups of
children. We review our long-term plan on an annual basis.

4.2 With our medium-term plans, we give clear guidance on the objectives and teaching
strategies that we use when teaching each topic. As we have adopted the National
Literacy and Numeracy Strategies for our school, we take our medium-term planning
directly from the guidance documents. Other foundation subjects are based on skills
development and we make use of national schemes of work for much of our mediumterm planning in the foundation subjects.
4.3 Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly or daily basis. We
use these to set out the learning objectives for each session, and to identify what
resources and activities we are going to use in the lesson.
4.4 In the Foundation Stage and at Key Stage 1 we adopt an inter-disciplinary topic
approach to curriculum planning. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is
coherence and full coverage of all aspects of the National Curriculum and early
learning goals, and there is planned progression in all curriculum areas.
4.5 At Key Stage 2 the curriculum at our school places a greater emphasis on the core
and foundation subjects than it does at Key Stage 1, and we teach these subjects
separately. This means that, for example, a child may concentrate in one term on a
history topic, then switch to a greater emphasis on geography in the next term. Over
the three terms of the academic year, each child has the opportunity to experience the
full range of National Curriculum subjects.
5. Children with special needs
5.1 The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all
children who attend the school. If we think it necessary to adapt the curriculum to meet
the needs of individual children, then we do so only after the parents of the child have
been consulted.
5.2 If a child has a special need, our school does all it can to meet these individual needs.
We comply with the requirements set out in the SEN Code of Practice in providing for
children with special needs. If a child displays signs of having special needs, his/her
teacher makes an assessment of this need. In most instances the teacher is able to
provide resources and educational opportunities which meet the child’s needs within
the normal class organisation. If a child’s need is more severe, we if necessary, use
the support provided by Learning Support Assistants, and we involve the appropriate
external agencies
5.3 The school provides an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) for each of the children who
are on the special needs register. This sets out the nature of the special need, and
outlines how the schools will aim to address the need. It also sets out targets for
improvement, so that we can review and monitor the progress of each child at regular
intervals.
6. The Foundation Stage
6.1 The curriculum that we teach in the reception class meets the requirements set out in
the revised National Curriculum at Foundation Stage. Our curriculum planning focuses
on the Early Learning Goals and on developing children’s skills and experiences, as
set out in this document.
6.2 Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by
engaging in well-planned structured activities. Teaching in the reception class builds
on the experiences of the children in their pre-school learning. We do all we can to
build positive partnerships with the variety of nurseries and other pre-school providers
in the area.

6.3 During the children’s first term in the reception class, their teacher begins to record the
skills of each child on entry to the school. This assessment forms an important part of
the future curriculum planning for each child. The Foundation Stage Profile is used to
assess children’s progress during the year.
6.4 We are well aware that all children need the support of parents and teachers to make
good progress in school. We strive to build positive links with the parents of each child
by keeping them informed about the way in which the children are being taught and
how well each child is progressing.
7. Key skills
7.1 The following skills have been deemed ‘key skills’ in the revised National Curriculum:







communication;
application of number;
information technology;
working with others;
improving own learning and performance;
problem-solving.

7.2 In our curriculum planning we plan to help children develop these skills, so that the
children’s progress can be identified and monitored. All subject areas contribute to a
child’s progress in these skills. Our school believes that all children need to make good
progress in these skill areas in order to develop to their true potential.
8. The role of the subject leader
8.1 The role of the subject leader is to:





provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject;
support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject;
monitor pupil progress in that subject area;
provide efficient resource management for the subject.

8.2 The school gives subject leaders non-contact time each term, so that they can carry
out the necessary duties involved with their role. It is the role of each subject leader to
keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both national and local level.
They review the way the subject is taught in the school and plan for improvement. This
development planning links to whole-school objectives. Each subject leader reviews
the curriculum plans for their subject, ensures that there is full coverage of the National
Curriculum and that progression is planned into schemes of work. The subject leader
may also keep a portfolio of children’s work, which s/he uses to show the achievements
of children at each key stage and to give examples of expectations of attainment.
9. Roles and Responsibilities
9.1 The Regional Education Director is responsible for monitoring the way the school
curriculum is implemented.
9.2 The Headteacher is responsible for the day to day organisation of the curriculum. The
Headteacher and SLT monitor the lesson plans, data, books and quality of teaching
and learning for all teachers, ensuring that all classes are taught the full requirements
of the National Curriculum.

9.3 Subject leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school. They
examine long-term and medium-term planning, and ensure that appropriate teaching
strategies are used. Subject leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in
which resources are stored and managed.
10. Nechells curriculum offer
Statement of intent
At Nechells Primary E-act Academy we provide a broad, balanced and rich curriculum for all
our children which:
1. Promotes the development of the whole child through engagement, inspiration and
challenge.
2. Inspires pupils’ curiosity and encourages them to ask perceptive questions, think critically,
and develop perspective and judgement.
3. Provides opportunities for children to develop as independent, confident successful
learners with high aspirations.
4.

Prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences for later life.

5. Supports pupils to be thoughtful, caring and active citizens within the school and
wider society.

Subject
Spoken language

Reading

Hours
Intent
per week
Integral  Pupils use discussion in order to learn; they should be
able to elaborate and explain clearly their
understanding and ideas.
 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening,
making formal presentations, demonstrating to others
and participating in debate.
2.5

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both

pleasure and information
 will be given opportunities to engage with a variety of

texts to develop pupils’ imagination and open up a
treasure house of wonder and joy for curious young
minds.
Writing

7.5

 Pupils use the ‘talk for writing’ approach to help them

develop a varied and rich bank of vocabulary that they
can understand and apply independently to their own
writing.
 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their
language and style in and for a range of contexts,
purposes and audiences.
Maths

7.5

 Pupils follow the maths mastery approach to become

fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including
through varied and frequent practice, so that pupils
develop the ability to recall and apply knowledge
rapidly and accurately.

 reason mathematically developing an argument,

justification or proof using mathematical language
 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to

a variety of routine and non-routine problems.
Science

1

 Pupils develop scientific knowledge and conceptual

understanding.
 develop understanding of the nature, processes and

methods of science through different types of science
enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions
about the world around them
 are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to
understand the uses and implications of science,
today and for the future
Computing

1

 Pupils are responsible, competent, confident and

creative users of information and communication
technology.
 have repeated practical experience of writing
computer programs in order to solve problems
 can evaluate and apply information technology,
including new or unfamiliar technologies to solve
problems
PE

2

 Develop competence and confidence to excel in a

broad range of physical activities
 Ensure that pupils are physically active for sustained

periods of time
 For pupils to engage in competitive sports and

activities alongside developing team work and
sportsmanship.
 To lead healthy, active lives
PSHCE/SRE

0.5

 To teach children the tools to keep themselves safe at

school, at home, in the virtual world and in the local
community, whist instilling in them the importance of
valuing themselves and others.
 Pupil’s understand the emotional, social and physical
aspects of growing up and relationships.
History

1

 To help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and

understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider
world.
 For History to help pupils understand the complexity
of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity
of societies and relationships between different
groups, as well as their own identity and the
challenges of their time.

Geography

1

 To inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about

the world and its people.
 To equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places,

people, resources and natural and human
environments, together with a deep understanding of
the Earth’s key physical and human processes.
 To deepen understanding of the interaction between
physical and human processes.
Art/DT

1

 To engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping

them with the knowledge and skills to experiment,
invent and create their own works of art, craft and
design.
 As pupils progress, they should be able to think
critically and develop a more rigorous understanding
of art and design.
 To know how art and design both reflect and shape
our history, and contribute to the culture of our nation.
Languages

RE

0.5

1

 To

foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their
understanding of the world.
 To enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts
in another language and to understand and respond
to its speakers, both in speech and in writing.
 To provide opportunities for pupils to communicate for
practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking.
 To ensure that the pupils understand a variety of

different religions, their beliefs, history and practises
 Pupils respect and acknowledge cultures and religions

that are different to their own and partake in religious
festivals for all religions.
Music

0.5

 understand and explore how music is created,

produced and communicated.
 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a

range of historical periods, genres, styles and
traditions.
Total

27.5

