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Reception 
Aut 1: Do you want to be friends? 
Aut 2: Why do leaves go crispy? 

Spr 1:  What sound does it make? 
Spr 2: Are carrots orange? 

Sum 1: Can I switch it on? 
Sum 2: Why do zebras have stripes? 

Development 
Matters/ELG 

TW/PC 

Shows interest in different 

occupations and ways of life. 

Recognises and describes 

special times or events for 

family or friends. 

Can talk about some of the 

things they have observed 

such as plants, animals, 

natural and found objects. 

 

Knows some of the things 
that make them unique, and 
can talk about some of the 
similarities and differences in 
relation to friends or family. 
 
Developing an understanding 
of growth, decay and changes 
over time.  

 

Enjoys joining in with family 

customs and routines. Show 

sensitivity to other children’s 

likes and dislikes. 

Comments and asks 

questions about aspects of 

their familiar world such as 

the place where they live or 

the natural world.  

Looks closely at similarities, 

differences, patterns and 

change. 

 

Say how other traditions are 

the same or different to their 

own. 

Looks closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and 
change.  
 
Say how objects are the same 
or different.  
 
Talk about changes. 

 

Say how other traditions are 

the same or different to their 

own. 

Looks closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and 
change.  
 
Say how objects are the same 
or different.  
 
Talk about changes. 

 

Talk about past and present 
events in their own lives and 
in the lives of family 
members.  
 
Know that other children 
don’t always enjoy the same 
things and are sensitive to 
this.  
 
Know about similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and others, and 
among families, communities 
and traditions. 
 

Make observations of animals 

and plants and explain why 

some things occur, and talk 

about changes. 

Children know about 
similarities and differences in 
relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. 

Component 

Know how we are same and 
how are we different 
 
Know what certain objects 
are (occupations) 
 
Say how the objects are the 
same or different 
 
Explain how to use the 
objects 
 
Celebrate family traditions 
 
 

Know how I am unique. 
 
Celebrate family traditions  
 

Listen to music from different 
genres and family traditions.  
 
Listen to a range of familiar 
and unfamiliar sounds. 
 
Say how they sounds are 
different or the same. 
 
Celebrate family traditions 

Celebrate family traditions  
 
Know that different families 
eat different food.  
 
Discuss what their families 

favourite foods are.  

Celebrate family traditions 
 
Know what technology we 
have now and what our 
parents and grand parents 
had.   
 

Celebrate family traditions 
 
Know that our school day is 
different to a child in a 
different part of the world. 
(Kenya)  
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Vocabulary 

Same, different, change, 

similar, old, new, past, 

present, occupations, 

routine, experiences, 

celebrate, life time 

Unique, changes, observe, 

compare, tradition  

Jazz, Rock and Roll, Blues, 

same, different, past, 

present.  

Mealtimes, food from 

different cultures of children 

in class (Somali, Syrian, 

Bengali, Pakistani) routine, 

memories 

CD Player, radio, vinyl, record 

player, typewriter, stereo, 

cassette tapes, VHS.  

Long ago, past, present, 

tomorrow, the future, 

changes 

Year 1 
Unit 1 – 1960’s Britain 

1960’s  
Unit 2 – Victorian Britain 

1837 - 1901 
Unit 3 – Georgian Britain 

1714-1837 

Unit Intent 

In this unit, children will explore people’s lives in 
the 1960s, how these were different to people’s 
lives now, and how the 1960s have influenced 
modern life in different ways. In particular, 
children will look at how people lived and their 
lifestyles. This includes understanding the 
emergence of fashion and trends, both in clothing 
and in music. They will also encounter the 
development of transport, and that healthcare in 
Britain is provided through the NHS. 

In this unit, children will contrast their 
understanding of life in the 1960s with how 
people lived in Victorian times. They will begin to 
explore the impact on people’s lives of being rich 
or poor. They will understand that many of the 
things they take for granted now, were not 
available to many people in Victorian times – such 
as access to water, toilets and good food and 
clothing, and healthcare. Children will learn about 
the role of nurses and the impact of disease. They 
will also learn about forms of transport, and 
discover that the Victorian era was a period of 
inventions and inventors. 

In this unit, children will learn about many 
aspects of life in Georgian times. They will learn 
about how people lived, again – like in unit 2 – 
understanding this varied greatly according to 
people’s wealth. These difference will be 
illustrated in many ways: children will learn about 
clothing in the Georgian era, healthcare and 
travel. They will look at how the canal network 
not only transported goods and raw materials, 
but how families lived on boats, too. They will 
understand that much transport was horse-
drawn, and not powered by engines. Lastly, they 
will start to learn about parliament and prime 
ministers, and how few people could vote in 
Georgian times. 

Prerequisite 
Knowledge  

Children should know:  
▪ that people and families usually live in 

houses in towns and cities 
▪ the names and purposes of common 

appliances in the home 
▪ types of clothing, and that they are worn for 

different purposes and in varying styles 
▪ the names of common foodstuffs, and that 

some foodstuffs may not be safe to eat if 
they ‘go bad’. 

▪ that some types of shops sell food 
▪ that people can sometimes become ill, and 

that they will need to be helped to get 
better, possibly in a hospital 

▪ common types of public transport – bus, 
train, aeroplane 

Children should know: 
▪ that Britain has a monarchy, represented by 

a king or queen 
▪ have an understanding that the amount of 

money, or wealth, determines whether you 
are rich or poor. 

▪ what is meant by a charity, and what 
charities are for (unit 1) 

▪ the purpose of fridges, and that food needs 
to be preserved to remain fresh and safe to 
eat (unit 1) 

▪ what is meant by fashion or trends (in 
clothing) (unit 1) 

▪ that eating poor quality or ‘bad’ food can 
make you unwell (unit 1) 

▪ that nurses are men and women who work in 
hospitals who look after patients (unit 1) 

Children should know: 
▪ that people generally lived in houses, in 

towns and villages (unit 1, 2) 
▪ what is meant by a charity, and what 

charities are for (unit 1, 2) 
▪ that Britain has a monarchy, represented by 

a king or queen (unit 2) 
▪ that medicines are used to treat sick or 

injured people (unit 1, 2) 
▪ that there are people who work in 

healthcare, such as doctors and nurses (units 
1, 2) 

▪ that modern methods of transportation used 
an engine, but that engines were only 
commonly used from Victorian times 
onwards (unit 2) 
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▪ that a ticket can be bought to use types of 
transport 

▪ that people enjoy listening to music, and that 
musicians write and perform music. 

▪ that songs are examples of music. 

▪ common types of transport – car, bus, train, 
lorry (unit 1) 

▪ what an engine is, and that they are often 
used in cars, buses and lorries to make them 
move. 

▪ what a telephone is (and that mobile phones 
are a recent invention). 

▪ have a basic understanding of political 
structures – such as we have a prime minister 
and parliament which run the country 
 

 

Curriculum Content  

Housing 
 
 

(Note: Throughout, 
vocabulary in red 
should be taught 

explicitly and 
deliberately. They are a 
mixture of Tier 2 (high 

utility) and Tier 3 
words.  

Other vocabulary 
shown should be 

shared as part of the 
knowledge in the unit. 

 
Where vocabulary is 

revisited, this is shown 
in green. It should be 

built explicitly into 
retrieval and recap) 

Lesson Question 

• How did our Grandparents live? Did they 
have the same things in their houses? 
 

Knowledge 
-Know that houses in the 1960’s were similar to 
houses today. 
-Know that people mainly lived in houses, flats 
or bungalows. 
- know that the ownership of cars increased a 
great deal during the 1960s 
-Know that many homes had a television, 
telephone, beds, washing machines, fridges, 
baths and toilets, but that these often looked 
different and worked in different ways to the 
appliances we use today. 
- Know the purpose of a fridge and washing 
machine and how, in simple terms, they work. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Flat – A set of rooms for living in, usually on one 
floor and part of a larger building. 
Bungalow – A house with only one floor. 
Appliance – An item used for a specific task 
Fridge – short for ‘refrigerator’. An appliance for 
preserving food. 
Washing machine – an appliance for washing 
(and sometimes drying) clothes. 
Similar – Characteristics which are the same. 

Lesson Question 

• What was life like in Victorian Britain? 
How did most people get water? 

Knowledge 
- Know the period of time referred to as 
‘Victorian Britain’ and that it is so called because 
of the Queen at that time. 
Know that most houses had one or two rooms 
downstairs, and one or two rooms upstairs.  
-Know that houses in Victorian times did not 
have toilets or baths, people shared an outside 
toilet with other houses.  
- Most houses did not have water or taps, but 
instead people used a pump (large tap) in the 
street. 
-Know that Victorians heated their homes by 
having an open fire with a chimney.   
- Know that most ordinary people lived in houses 
like these. Wealthier (richer) people lived in much 
larger, grander, houses. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Shared – Used with other people. 
Pump – a type of tap which provides water 
Chimney – A vertical structure which allows 
smoke to escape from a fireplace 
Wealthy - having a great deal of money, rich 
 

Lesson Question 

• How did wealthy and poor people live in 
Georgian times? 

Knowledge 
- Know that the Georgian era is generally 
thought to be the 18th century, or 1700s. It was 
so named because there were many kings called 
George in the throne over that period. 
- Know that wealthy people lived in stately 
homes and manors, and poor people lived in 
basic stone cottages or even in slums.  
-Know that windows were a sign of wealth. At 
that time, the government taxed people on the 
number of windows they had, as this usually 
indicated the number of rooms the house had. 
- know that Georgian houses often had sash 
windows, a square outline shape and pillars. 
-Know that homes were made from fire resistant 
materials such as bricks and slate. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Slum – A poor, overcrowded and dirty section of 
a city. 
Manor house – A large country house with land, 
sometimes called a ‘stately home’. 
Pillars –  A tall vertical structure usually made of 
stone found on the outside of a building. 
Fire Resistant – Something which will not catch 
fire easily. 
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Different – Characteristics which are not the 
same. 

Tax, taxation – money paid by people to the 
government so that the government can provide 
services to everyone. 
 

Clothing 

Lesson Question 

• What would my Grandparents have 
worn? What do we mean by fashion? 
 

Knowledge 
 
- Know that during the 1960’s clothing began to 
be colourful with patterns, and that people 
chose clothing for different reasons. Know that 
this is an example of fashion or a trend. 
-Know that the fashion for women was for 
wearing shorter, more casual dresses. 
-Know that the fashion for men was for wearing 
flared trousers, wide ties and shirts with wide 
collars. Fashion can sometimes be called a 
‘trend’ 
- Know that, in the 1960s, more clothes were 
made from materials and fabrics which could be 
more easily washed at home, in a washing 
machine.  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Fashion, trend - a popular or the latest style of 
clothing or hair 
Fabric, material – what clothes are made of.  
Flared – A piece of clothing which widens towards 
the bottom, usually trousers. 
Collar, tie – specific items of clothing, usually for 
men 
Casual – Clothes suitable for everyday wear. 
Formal – Clothes suitable for special events, or a 
specific purpose.  

Lesson Question 

• What did men and women wear in 
Victorian times? How did a poor person 
dress differently from a wealthy person? 
 

Knowledge 
 

- Know that clothes were often made to measure 
for each person by a tailor or seamstress. 
However, clothes were often plain and simple, 
and that most people did not follow trends and 
fashions. 
-Know that Victorian men would often wear 
hats. Wealthy men would wear top hats, poor 
men would wear flat caps. 
-Know that Victorian women would always have 
their legs covered with long skirts or dresses.  
They would not wear trousers.  
- Know that many people lived in poverty. Poor 
people would often wear worn out clothes or 
even rags. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Tailor – Someone who makes clothes such as 
suits, usually a man. 
Seamstress – A woman who makes clothes such 
as dresses. 
Wealthy – Having a lot of money 
Poverty – being poor, not having much money, 
sometimes to eat or dress properly. 
Rags – clothes which are damaged, torn, or dirty. 

Lesson Question 

• What were people’s clothes like in 
Georgian times? What kinds of shoes did 
they wear? 
 

Knowledge 
-Know that clothes played an important role in 
conveying a person’s social status.  
-Know that ladies’ outfits were composed of 
several pieces such as a petticoat, jacket and 
skirt. Hairstyles were tall and wide, women and 
men would often wear wigs.  
-Know that men would wear top hats, cravats, 
waistcoats, knee length trousers and long boots.  
- Know that, for lots of poorer people, their 
clothing was basic and often of poor quality. 
Many people had to rely on charity for clothes. 
- know that making shoes required great skill, no 
mass production existed in the Georgian Era, and 
each pair would have been made by hand. For 
richer people, they were often elaborate and very 
decorative. Poorer people had simpler, more 
basic shoes and boots. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Society – A group of people living in the same 
place, or a term referring to the structure of the 
population. 
Social Status – A person’s importance in society. 
Wig – an item worn on the head, which looks like 
a person’s hair. 
Petticoat -  a woman's light, loose undergarment 
hanging from the shoulders or the waist, worn 
under a skirt or dress. 
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Decorative – having a pleasing design or 
decoration. 
 

Food 

Lesson Question 

• Do we eat the same now as we did in the 
1960’s? How are some foods preserved 
so they are safe to eat? 

Knowledge 
- Know that because of people owning fridges 
people were able to store food for longer. Know 
that, prior to this, food was often stored in a 
cooler room, part of the kitchen, called a larder. 
-Know that shopping for food was done was at 
several shops such as bakeries and butchers, 
rather than at one supermarket. 
- Know that food was often bought in tins, as 
this was a way of preserving food for a long 
time. 
-Know that during the 60’s people began eating 
more exotic meals such as Chinese, Italian and 
Indian foods. 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Preserve – Maintaining the freshness of food, so 
that it remains safe to eat. 
Larder – A room or cupboard to store food 
Independent shop – Stores run by one person or 
a family, not part of a larger organisation, such as 
a supermarket ‘chain’. 
Exotic – An unusual item, usually from another 
country, or part of the world.  

Lesson Question 

• What were common foods in Victorian 
Britain? Why did most Victorian people 
have less food to choose from than we 
do today? 

Knowledge 
-  Know that Victorian people had less choice in 
what food they could eat than we do.  
- Know that people would usually only eat foods 
that could be grown locally and at that time of 
year.  
- This was because it was difficult to store and 
transport food safely. There were no fridges in 
Victorian times. 
- know that poor people sometimes struggled to 
buy good food, which often affected their health. 
-Know that there were no fridges or freezers so 
people would buy fresh food often or food 
which had been pickled. 
-Know that common foods included beef, pork, 
cheese, eggs, bread, potatoes, vegetables, jam 
and tea.  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Seasonal – Foods which are grown in certain 
seasons. 
Locally – Close to where someone lives. 
Common – liked by many people, found in many 
homes. 
 

Lesson Question 

•  Did everyone eat the same food in 
Georgian Britain? What were the 
differences between the diets of rich and 
poor people? 
 

Knowledge 
-Know that meat made up a large portion of diet 
– it was common for more than one type of 
meat to be eaten during a meal. 
-Know that food served by a family would show 
their wealth. Expensive meats such as venison 
would be served by wealthy families, where as 
poor families would often serve fish and seafood 
from local rivers. 
-Know that not many people ate fruit, only a 
small group of very wealthy people has access to 
fruit. Those that did eat fruit would eat it 
cooked. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Common – liked and used by many people. 
Expensive – costing a lot of money. 
Diet – The kinds of food that a person usually 
eats. 
Venison – meat from a deer. 
 

Healthcare 

Lesson Question 
▪ How did people stay healthy in the ‘60s? 

What is the NHS and how does it work? 
 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

•  Who was Mary Seacole? Who are nurses 
and how do they help us? 
 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

•  Were there doctors in Georgian Britain? 
How did they treat patients? 
 

Knowledge 
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- Know that during the 60’s healthcare was 
provided by the National Health Service (NHS) 
and was free for UK residents, just as it is now. 
- Know that the NHS was founded in 1948, 
following the second world war.  
- Know that, prior to this, people were generally 
required to pay for their health care. Free 
treatment was sometimes available from 
charities. 
-Know that during the 60’s the NHS built many 
hospitals so that people could be treated locally. 
-Know that during the 60’s, for the first time, 
more babies were being born in hospitals than at 
home.  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Healthcare – giving medical care to people 
Locally – close to where someone lives. 
Residents –  a person who lives in a particular 
area. 
Charity – an organisation which provides help for 
people without charge. 
 
 

-Know that Mary Seacole was a nurse who 
moved to England from Jamaica to nurse injured 
or sick soldiers in the war. (Crimean) 
- know that nurses are people who help people 
who are injured or ill, and can be men or women. 
-Know that Mary Seacole treated (or nursed) 
soldiers suffering from a disease called Cholera 
in a ‘hotel’ she set up herself. 
-Know that Mary Seacole used plants to treat 
soldiers as this is what her mother had taught 
her. There were not as many medicines as we see 
now. 
- Know that, in Victorian times, there were not 
hospitals like we see now, or in the 1960s. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
A nurse – a person who looks after patients in a 
hospital. To nurse: To look after a patient 
Disease – A condition which makes people unwell 
and the body stop working how it should. 
Cholera –  A disease which can be caught from 
dirty water.  
Medicine – something given for the treatment of 
a disease 

-Know that the Georgian period was one of rapid 
population growth. 
- Know that infant mortality fell and this saw 
people raising larger families. 
- The Georgian era saw new knowledge of 
diseases and new methods in surgery. People 
such as Edward Jenner were developing new 
medical knowledge - in his case, tackling one of 
the great killer diseases, smallpox. 
- The impact of these new medical developments, 
however, lay in the future. In Georgian times 
most doctors still used the old methods such as 
blood-letting, leeches and purges (powerful 
laxatives) on the sick.  
-  Know that many people self-medicated as 
doctors were not common. Some medicines 
could also cause severe problems.  
- Know that during Georgian times schools of 
medicine were founded and doctors began to 
train.  
- Know that midwives and nurses were not 
trained. They were normally local women who 
had developed a specialist medical knowledge. 
Their knowledge was based on traditional lines, 
even "old wives' tales". 
-  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Population – all of the people making up a place, 
region or country. 
Founded – To set up or create. 
Training – Learning a particular skill.  
Common – liked and used by many people. 
Mortality – death, or to die. 
Midwife – a nurse who specifically supports 
mothers through childbirth 
Traditional – based on long-standing methods or 
approaches, often handed-down. 
Specialist – from or about specific, technical or 
advanced knowledge. 
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Transport 

Lesson Question 

• How did people travel around in the 
1960s? What do we mean by ‘public 
transport’? 
 

Knowledge 
 

- Know that cars were becoming more popular 
and more affordable. They were becoming more 
reliable and practical. They had engines that 
could be more easily maintained and repaired. 
- know that car ownership increased a lot during 
the 1960s. Many families owned a car, 
sometimes for the first time in the ‘60s. 
-Know that motorways were built to allow 
people to travel between different parts of the 
country.  
-Know that, in addition to cars, families were 
able to travel by bus, bike or train, and that this 
form of transport is often called ‘public 
transport’.  
-  Know that you need to buy a ‘ticket’ to travel 
on public transport. 
Lesson Vocabulary 
Popular –  liked and owned by many people 
Affordable – inexpensive, more people had the 
money to buy one. 
Engine – provides power for a car (and many 
other vehicles) and makes it move. 
Motorway – A road designed for fast travel 
between different cities. 
Public transport - buses, trains, and other forms 
of transport that are available to the public, 
charge set fares, and run on fixed routes. 

Lesson Question 

• What was transport like in Victorian 
times? Why were trains a popular form 
of transport? 
 

Knowledge 
 

- Know that a common form of transport was a 
horse drawn carriage or bicycle 
- Know that vehicles were very rarely powered by 
engines, unlike what we see  
- Know that trains were used to travel to 
different cities, but that these trains were 
powered by steam. Trains were a popular form 
of transport. 
- Know that cars were very rare and only the 
very wealthy could own one. There were fewer 
roads than we have now, and they were often 
not very well constructed (made). 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Common – liked and used by many people 
Rare – Something which is not used by many 
people. 
Popular – frequently used or enjoyed. 
Vehicle - a thing used for transporting people or 
objects, especially on land, such as a car, bus or 
lorry. 
 
 

Lesson Question 

• How did people travel in Georgian 
times? Why were canals so important in 
Georgian times. 
 

Knowledge 
 

-Know that most people would have travelled 
only locally by walking as cars did not exist and 
public transport was rare. 
-Know that the very rich would have travelled in 
a sedan or a horse-drawn carriage. 
-Know that canals were built so that goods and 
raw materials could be moved around the 
country via boats.  
- know that the network of canals (which we can 
still see today) were vital to the industrial 
development of Britain.  
- It was essential to transport raw materials (such 
as iron, steel, coal) to factories and to transport 
the things made in factories to different places 
across the country and to other countries (by 
sea). 
- Know that families often lived on canal boats 
(sometimes called narrowboats, because of their 
narrow width and long length), as the canal boat 
was their transport and their home. Living on 
canal boats was difficult and cramped. 
- Canal boats in Georgian times did not have 
engines. They were ‘horse drawn’, which means 
pulled by a horse. Only later, once engines were 
invented, were they used to power canal boats. 
However, even today, we still refer to ‘horse 
power’ when describing the power of an engine. 
- Know that canals were in use for transport up 
until the 1940s and 50s. 
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Lesson Vocabulary 

Locally – Close to where someone lives. 
Carriage –  a four-wheeled passenger vehicle 
pulled by two or more horses 
Goods – Things to be transported and sold. 
Canal – are artificial waterway, built mainly to 
transport goods or raw materials.  
Raw materials - the basic material from which a 
product is made.  
Artificial – not natural, man-made. 
Horse-drawn – anything (boat, cart etc) pulled by 
a horse.  
 

Influence on today 

Lesson Question 

• Why was music so important in the 
1960s? What music was popular in the 
1960s? 

Knowledge 
- know that the 1960s was an important period 
in the development of music. It is often referred 
to as ‘the swinging sixties’ 
- know that people like different types of music 
and this influences their choice of clothes, hair 
(or fashion). 
- know that musicians often played together in 
small groups called ‘bands’ and that The Beatles 
were a popular band in the 1960s. 
- know that music from the 1960s has influenced 
much of the music we hear today. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Musician – a person who writes or performs 
music or songs 
Band – a group of musicians who perform songs 
together 
Influence, or influenced – that one thing affects 
another 

Lesson Question 

• What is an inventor and why in Victorian 
times there were a great many 
inventions? 
 

Knowledge 
-Know that the Victorian era was a period in 
which there were a great many inventions. 
- Know that this is because education and science 
was developing quickly. 
- Know that people who create new things are 
called inventors. Inventors can be men or women. 
– Know that many things were invented during 
Victorian times that are still seen today. 
- For example, know that Alexander Graham-Bell 
invented the first telephone. 
- Know that since Victorian times the telephone 
has grown in popularity and changed in looks. 
Over time they became mobile and smaller in 
size. 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Invention – Something new which has not existed 
before. An inventor is someone who comes up 
with a new thing or idea. 

Lesson Question 

• Who was the first Prime Minister? How 
did people vote for a prime minister? 
 

Knowledge 
-Know that Britain had its first Prime Minister 
during the Georgian Era (Robert Walpole). 
-Know that the King gifted him 10 Downing 
Street to live in and this is still the residence 
used for Prime Ministers today. 
-Know that, since Georgian times to the present 
day, power has changed from people with 
wealth and land to people who are voted for by 
the British population. 
-  Know that throughout the Georgian period the 
political rights of ordinary men and women were 
extremely limited.  
Know that only those men with substantial 
property or wealth were entitled to vote – this 
amounted to around 200,000 individuals, which 
was only a tiny fraction of the population. 
- know that, although the majority of the British 
population had no right to vote, the influence of 
public opinion was very strong.  
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Popularity – how many people like and use 
something. 
Education – learning, such as at school. 
 

- Know that lots of people read books, leaflets 
and newspapers and public opinion – like today – 
could change very quickly. 
  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Prime Minister – The leader of the government. 
Residence –  A person’s home.  
Democracy – A system where the population 
votes for their leader. 
Public opinion -  views prevalent among the 
public (or population). 
 

Unit Vocabulary 

Flat, bungalow, appliance, fridge, similar, 
different, flared, casual, fashion, trend, material, 
fabric, formal, preserve, larder, independent, 
exotic, healthcare, locally, charity, resident, 
popular, affordable, motorway, musician, band, 
influence. 

Shared, chimney, tailor, seamstress, wealthy, 
seasonal, locally, common, disease, cholera, 
medicine, nurse, vehicle, rare, invention, 
inventor, popular(ity), education. 

Slum, manor, fire resistant, pillars, society, social 
status, common, expensive, founded, training, 
locally, goods, prime minister, residence, 
democracy, public opinion, artificial, traditional, 
specialist, mortality, petticoat, decorative 

Coverage of National 
Curriculum 

▪ Changes within living memory with 
aspects of change in national life 

▪ Significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality.  

▪ Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally.  

▪ The lives of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements. 

• Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally.  

• Significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality. 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

• Similarity and difference  

• Continuity and change 
 

• Similarity and difference  

• Continuity and change 
 

• Similarity and difference  

• Continuity and change 

• Political and social development 

Assessment  
Formative/Summative  

 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
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Year 2 
Unit 1 – Stuart Britain (Great Fire of London) 

1603-1714 
Unit 2 – Roman Britain 

43 – 410 AD 
Unit 3 –  Stone Age Britain 

Up to 5,000 years ago 

Unit Intent 

In this unit, children will learn all about the Great 
Fire of London, including its causes and 
consequences. They will also explore some of the 
other factors linked to the fire, including how 
people lived in the mid-17th century. They will link 
this knowledge to what they know from Y1 
history, especially about Georgian times, which 
began a little while after the Great Fire. Crucially, 
in this unit, children will begin to explore 
disciplinary knowledge in history, and how 
historian use evidence about the past from 
various sources to help them to understand 
events.  

In this unit, children will begin to learn about the 
Roman Empire and its influence in Britain. They 
will begin with some background knowledge of 
the Roman Empire and then learn how Romans 
lived when they arrived in Britain, including what 
they wore and ate. Children will learn that Roman 
influence had a big impact on diet and lifestyles. 
Later in the unit, children will explore the impact 
of the Romans on communication, particularly 
the development of roads – evidence of which we 
still see today. The unit ends with exploring an 
enduring legacy of Roman Britain – Hadrian’s 
Wall. 

In this unit, children will learn about many of the 
main features of the stone age. As with the 
previous units in Y2, they will also begin to 
understand how disciplinary knowledge in history 
develops – especially the use of evidence of the 
past. The unit provides an understand for children 
which helps them deepen their knowledge from 
the earlier units on Stuart and Roman Britain, 
through a focus on homes and lifestyles, food and 
diet, clothing and travel and trade. Key 
vocabulary they have encountered before will be 
revisited and contextualised. Lastly, children will 
explore how knowledge about the stone age 
comes from and is collected by archaeologists. 

Prerequisite 
knowledge 

Year 1 Autumn – 1960’s Britain 
-Know that shopping for food was done was at 
several shops such as bakeries and butchers, 
rather than at one supermarket. People generally 
lived in much better houses than in Victorian 
times. 
Year 1 Spring – Victorian Britain 
-Know that Victorians heated their homes by 
having an open fire with a chimney. Know that 
wealthy people lived in better houses. Poor 
people often lived in cramped and dirty 
conditions, or in slums. Healthcare was 
improving, but was still quite primitive. 
Year 1 Summer – Georgian Britain 
- Know that wealthy people lived in stately homes 
and manors, and poor people lived in basic stone 
cottages or even in slums. Know that windows 
were a sign of wealth, and that homes were made 
from fire resistant materials such as bricks and 

Year 1 Autumn – 1960’s Britain 
-Know that motorways were built to allow people 
to travel between the north and south of the 
country.  
-Know that public transport was widely used to 
get around. 
Year 1 Spring – Victorian Britain 
-Know that common foods included beef, pork, 
cheese, eggs, bread, potatoes, vegetables, jam 
and tea. Know that trains, and sometimes buses, 
were used to travel to different cities. 
Year 1 Summer – Georgian Britain 
-Know that rich people lived in stately homes and 
manors, and poor people lived in basic stone 
cottages or even in slums. People’s diet, 
especially poor people, was not as varied as it is 
now.  
Year 2 Autumn – Stuart Britain 
-Know that houses in towns and cities were built 
very close together creating lots of narrow 

Year 1 Spring – Victorian Britain 
- Know that most houses had one or two rooms 
downstairs, and one or two rooms upstairs. 
Because fridges had not been invented, many 
foods could only be kept in a cooler room (larder) 
and only for a short time. 
-Know that Mary Seacole used plants to treat 
soldiers as this is what her mother had taught 
her. 
Year 1 Summer – Georgian Britain 
-Know that many people self-medicated as 
doctors were not common.  
Year 2 Spring – Roman Britain  
-Know that rich homes contained an atrium, 
shrine, courtyard, dining room, office, kitchen and 
bedrooms 
- Know that most clothes were made of wool and 
were white due to the resources available to 
people. 
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slate. Know that healthcare was often poor, and 
that doctors had only just started to be trained. 
 
 

 

streets. Lots of houses were built from wood or 
even straw. 

 

-Know that in Roman Britain farming was a part of 
everyday life. People would grow their own crops 
to eat. 
-Know that people would visit a healing shrine 
and pray to Gods if they were unwell. 

Curriculum Content  

Housing 

Lesson Question 
• When and what was ‘The Great Fire of 

London’? What were some of the 
problems affecting London? 
 

Knowledge 
-Know that the fire began in the early hours of 
2nd September 1666. The Mayor of London at the 
time was called Sir Thomas Bloodworth. 
- Know that London was then, as now, the 
commercial heart of England, and was the 
largest market and busiest port in the country. 
- know that richer people did not live in the city 
and lived either in the countryside beyond the 
slum suburbs. Wealthy people preferred to live at 
a convenient distance from the traffic-clogged, 
polluted, unhealthy City. 
- Know that London had also been hit by a 
devastating outbreak of bubonic plague in the 
Plague Year of 1665. 
- Know that, while London was much smaller in 
1666 than it is today, and there were very few tall 
buildings, it was still the biggest city in England. 
London had a population of around 500,000 
people. 
-Know that houses in towns and cities were built 
very close together creating lots of narrow 
streets. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Narrow – Small width, not very wide. 

Lesson Question 
• Who were the Romans? How did the 

Romans change how people lived in 
Britain? 
 

Knowledge 
- Know that the Roman empire existed from 27BC 
to the fifth century AD. It conquered many areas 
and, at its height, ruled much of Europe and some 
of North Africa.  
- Know that the Roman Empire was ruled from 
Rome, a city in what is now Italy, by Emperors, 
the first of which was Emperor Augustus.  
- Know that the Romans first came to Britain in 
AD43, when Claudius was Emperor.  
- Know that when the Romans first came to 
Britain, they brought their way of life with them. 
– know that the native inhabitants of Britain were 
called the Celts and the Britons. The Romans soon 
influenced their way of life. 
- Know that most of Roman Britain was a wild 
place, with forests and mountains where few 
people lived.  
- Know that most people lived in small villages of 
wooden houses with thatched roofs in the 
countryside, much as they had before the 
Romans arrived. 
-Know that some wealthy Romans lived in villas 
and palaces. Villas were large farms with a big 
house for the owners. They had lots of servants 
and farm workers to help run the villa. 

Lesson Question 
• What was the stone age? Why did 

people in the Stone Age begin building 
houses? 
 

Knowledge 
- Know that the Stone Age marks a period of 
prehistory in which humans used primitive stone 
tools. Lasting roughly 2.5 million years, the Stone 
Age ended around 5,000 years ago when humans 
began working with metal and making tools and 
weapons from bronze. 
- know that people living in the Stone Age had 
two main concerns – food and shelter. People in 
the Stone Age were ‘hunter-gatherers’.  
- know that in the early Stone Age, people lived in 
caves (hence the name cavemen) but other types 
of shelter were developed as the Stone Age 
progressed. 
- know that the earliest shelters were natural 
caves or rock shelters. People also made huts and 
shelters from wooden frames, or frames made 
from animal bones, and covered them with 
animal hides.  
- know that, gradually huts became more 
advanced. Huts were thatched with reeds, mud 
and turf. Later, Stone Age people were making 
more permanent homes by weaving sticks or 
reeds around a structure, then filling the gaps 
with a mix of soil, clay or animal dung (known as 
‘wattle and daub’). 
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Timber – A type of wood used for building, 
usually larger pieces of wood. 
Population – all of the people making up a place, 
region or country. 
Plague – a disease causing an illness which often 
leads to death.  
 
  

-Know that rich homes contained an atrium, 
shrine, courtyard, dining room, office, kitchen and 
bedrooms. 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Rural –  In the countryside, not in a town or city. 
Wealthy – Having a lot of money. 
Conquer – to defeat and take over  
Emperor – a ruler of an empire, like a king (who 
rules a kingdom). 
Thatched – made with straw woven together. 
Villa – a large house, usually lived in by a rich 
person. 
Atrium - an open-roofed entrance hall or central 
area in a Roman house. 
Shrine - a place regarded as holy, marked by a 
building or other construction. 

- Know that homes were becoming more 
permanent as more people were farming rather 
than hunting and gathering. 
- Know that homes mostly had one single room or 
living space, containing a central fire, bed, places 
to store things and animal skins on the walls. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Permanent –  Lasting for a long time/forever 
Shelter – somewhere to stay or live, protected 
from the elements (weather, wind, rain, sun) 
Construction – Building or making something. 
Available – Able to be used. 
Thatched, turf – previous unit 
Tools – implements for farming or making things 
Hunter-gatherer – an early human, whose main 
concern was hunting and fishing, and harvesting 
wild food. 
 

Clothing 

Lesson Question 

• What were the causes of the Great Fire of 
London? How did it begin and why did it 
spread? 

 
Knowledge 

 
- know that, before the fire began, there had 
been a drought in London that lasted for 10 
months, so the city was very dry. 
-Know many houses in London, particularly the 
houses of poorer people, were mainly built of 
wood (timber) and straw. These materials are 
high combustible (burn very easily) 
-Know that many people who owned businesses 
live in the same building as their business e.g. 
shops, bakers. 
- Know that the fire started in a bakery located 
on Pudding Lane, London. 

Lesson Question 

• What did the Romans usually wear? How did 
clothes show who was rich and poor? 

 
Knowledge 

- Know that most Romans dressed up in long, 
flowing pieces of material. Everyone wore a 
knee-length dress called a tunic. It was held at 
the waist by a belt. It was either sleeveless or 
short-sleeved.  
Know that Roman men wore a cloak over their 
tunic, which was like a wide shawl that was 
draped over the shoulder and carefully wrapped 
around the body. 
- Know that important Romans dressed in a long 
robe called a toga. 
- Know that most clothes were made of wool 
and were white due to the limited resources 
available to people. 

Lesson Question 

• What did Stone Age people wear? How did 
they make their clothes? 
 

Knowledge 
- know that the exact time when people started 
wearing clothes isn’t really known, but some 
researchers believe that humans may have 
started wearing clothes as long as 500,000 years 
ago.  
- know that the very first clothes would have 
been simple leather or fur blankets that were 
wrapped around the body. Later, people began to 
fasten long strips of leather around their clothing 
to hold it in place. 
- Know that during the winter people would 
wear clothes made from animal skins as they 
provided more warmth. 
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-Know that the fire started because Thomas 
Farriner failed to extinguish his fire oven 
properly and sparks ignited some nearby wood.  

 
Lesson Vocabulary 

Business – something which provides a product 
or service to customers and operates to make 
money 
Bakery – A place where bread and cakes are 
made and sold. 
Extinguish – Putting out a fire 
Ignite, ignited – Catch/caught fire. 
Drought – a period without rain 
Combustible – ease of burning 
 
 
 

-Know that unmarried women wore a white toga. 
Once a woman was married she would wear a 
coloured stola. A stola is a long tunic made from 
expensive cotton or silk. They also wore lots of 
jewellery and make-up, and had elaborate 
hairstyles.  
 
  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Tunic –  a knee-length dress held at the waist by a 
belt. 
Stola -  long tunic made from expensive cotton or 
silk 
Shawl -  a piece of fabric worn by women over 
the shoulders or head or wrapped round a baby 
Cloak -  a sleeveless outdoor over-garment that 
hangs loosely from the shoulders 
Resources – Something which can be used to 
make something else. 
Available – Able to be used. 
 

-Know that during the summer people would 
wear clothes made from grasses and plant stems 
which were woven together as they were cooler 
for walking and working. 
- know that around 47,000 years ago, people 
starting using awls. These were sharp, pointed 
tools that pierced holes into leather, which could 
then be joined together.  
- know that around 5000 years later, the first 
needle was invented. These allowed the holes to 
be made and allowed people to wear clothing 
that was more secure. 
- know that the earliest known shoe was made 
5500 years ago. It was made of a single piece of 
leather that is sewn together by pieces of thin 
leather. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Suitable – Right and appropriate for a person or 
situation. 
Provide – Giving 
Awl – a primitive needle, used for making holes in 
materials 
Pierce - (of a sharp pointed object) go into or 
through (something). 
Weave, woven - form fabric by interlacing long 
threads passing in one direction with others  
 

Food 

Lesson Question 

• Why did the fire spread? Why was it 
hard to put the fire out? 
 

Knowledge 
-Know that the Great Fire of London burned for 
almost five days. 
-Know that news of the fire was spread by 
people talking and they began moving their 
possessions to the River Thames. 

Lesson Question 

• Where did the Roman’s get their food? 
What was a Roman diet like? 
 

Knowledge 
- know that before the Romans arrived the 
Britons grew cereals (mostly wheat and barley), 
and peas and beans, almost always to eat 
themselves, rather than to sell. In Britain, 

Lesson Question 

• What food did people eat in the Stone 
Age? How did they get the food they 
needed? 
 

Knowledge 
- Know that at the beginning of the stone age 
people were hunter-gatherers. This means they 
only ate what they could catch, or pick from 
plants (forage). They would hunt animals and 
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-Know that there was no fire brigade so people 
had to fight the fire themselves. They used 
leather buckets, water squirts and fire hooks. 
- know that, during the fire, the narrow roads 
were also blocked by people with their rescued 
possessions, so the fire brigade couldn’t get to 
the flames easily. 
- Know that the wind helped to fan the flames 
(fires rely on air to burn, and the wind helped the 
fire to ‘jump’ from building to building). 
- Know that we sometimes see large fires today – 
such as forest fires – which start following a 
drought and are spread by the wind.  
- Often, forest fires start when people are 
careless with matches or campfires. 
- Modern fire brigades use helicopters and 
specialist teams to put out forest fires, hopefully 
before the fire can threaten houses or people.  
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Possessions – Things that you own, your 
belongings. 
News – New information about recent events.  
Forest fire – a large fire which spreads through a 
forest (large wood). 
Fire brigade – an organisation (men and women) 
which helps to put out fires. 

farming was a part of everyday life. People 
would grow their own crops to eat. 
- Know that people would keep their own 
livestock, such as cattle in order to eat meat.  
- Know that the Romans introduced over 50 new 
kinds of food plants: fruits such as fig, grape, 
apple, pear, cherry, plum and olive; vegetables 
such as cucumber and celery; nuts and seeds and 
herbs and spices including coriander, dill and 
fennel. Many of these were then successfully 
grown in Britain. 
- Meat became more popular in Roman times 
particularly among wealthy families. The average 
size of cattle increased, pigs were commonly 
kept, and some villas must have prospered from 
sheep farming 
- know that these changes had a big impact on 
the diet of the people of Britain. It became much 
more varied. However, outside of towns and 
villages, these changes happened more slowly. 

 
Lesson Vocabulary 

Introduced – Bring something into use for the 
first time. 
Crops – Plants which are grown to be eaten. 
Cattle – Animals such as cows, used for meat or 
milk. 
Livestock – animals kept (on a farm) for meat or 
for the food they produce (eg milk, eggs etc) 

catch fish for meat and collect nuts and berries 
from forests.  
Know that in Stone Age times, much more of 
Britain would have been covered in trees and 
forests than is the case now. 
- know that early Stone Age humans would not 
have eaten any dairy products, such as milk or 
cheese, because they didn’t yet raise animals 
themselves for meat or milk, or plant crops to 
grow and eat.  
- Know that This means for early Stone Age 
people, finding food was a constant challenge. 
-Know that later on during the stone age, people 
began farming. They made clearings in the forest 
to grow crops and kept cattle, pigs and sheep. 
-Know that early farmers grew wheat and barley 
which they ground in to flour. Animals provided 
meat, milk and cheese.  
- Know that this means the Stone Age is a period 
in history when humans changed from hunting 
and foraging, to becoming farmers. They began 
organising themselves to grow plants and keep 
animals for food in simple farms. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary  
Hunt – Killing animals to eat. 
Farming – Growing crops and raising animals for 
food. 
Provide – Giving. 
Forage, foraging – obtain food by searching (the 
environment)  

Healthcare 

Lesson Question 

• What damage did the Great Fire do? 
What happened afterwards? 
 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

• How did the Romans try to improve 
people’s health?  What medicines and 
approaches did they use? 
 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

• Why did Stone Age people have shorter 
lives than we do now? What were the 
main health problems they faced? 
 

Knowledge 
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-Know that around 13000 homes were destroyed 
during the fire and temporary homes were built. 
Over 70,000 people were left homeless. 
-Know that 87 churches and St Paul’s Cathedral 
were destroyed during the fire. 
- Know that relatively few people died in the fire – 
it is estimated at around six people – which is 
much, much less than had died in the Plague the 
year before. 
-Know that it took over 30 years to rebuild 
London. 
- Know that when London was rebuilt, houses 
were built from bricks and stone. These 
materials are much more resistant to fire. 
- know that after the fire, improvements were 
made to homes and fire safety. These included: 
wider streets, with no houses obstructing access 
to the river. 
- Know that King Charles decided there should be 
a Monument to the Great Fire of London, and this 
was built near Pudding Lane, and designed by 
Christopher Wren and Robert Hooke, standing 61 
metres (200 ft) tall. It is still there today. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Destroyed – Ruined, end of existence 
Temporary – Lasting only a short amount of time.  
Permanent – Lasting for a long time/forever.  
Rebuilt – to build again. 
Monument – a building or statue which 
commemorates a person or event. 
 

- know that anyone suffering from ill-health in 
Roman Britain had the option of turning to a 
professional doctor, if they had the money to pay 
and lived in a town.  
- know that ordinary people would not have had 
a doctor. Instead, they relied on simple herbal 
medicines combined with prayers to gods or 
deities, magic spells, and the wearing of 
amulets. Sometimes, people would visit a 
healing shrine and pray to Gods if they were 
unwell. 
-Know that people living in Roman Britain 
believed that cleanliness would lead to good 
health. The Romans introduced public baths to 
Britain and this did help with personal hygiene 
and cleanliness. 
-Know that The Romans introduced a 
preventative approach to healthcare and this 
was shown through their use of baths and 
sewage systems. 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Shrine – A holy place.  
Cleanliness – Being clean or being kept clean. 
Prevent – Stopping something from happening 
Hygiene -  conditions or practices conducive to 
maintaining health and preventing disease, 
especially through cleanliness. 
Sewage – Waste water and excrement, usually 
removed through a series of underground pipes. 

- know that Stone Age people generally lived only 
25 to 40 years (we call this ‘life expectancy’ or 
‘lifespan’). Men usually lived longer than women. 
Evidence of women and babies found together 
suggests that many women would have died in 
childbirth.  
- know that the shorter life spans of Stone Age 
humans may be malnutrition (which is where we 
do not receive the food we need for health and 
growth). Malnutrition meant that Stone Age 
people were less resistant to disease and poor 
health.  
- Know that most people believed that their lives 
and health were controlled by Gods/spirits. 
-Know that people had a trial and error 
approach to medicine as they had little 
knowledge of the human body. This would also 
have contributed to shorter lifespans! 
-Know that people would have used plants as 
medicines. Women would have gathered and 
administered herbal remedies.  
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Control, controlled –  the power to influence or 
direct people's behaviour or the course of events. 
Trial and error – Trying different things until 
something works. 
Remedy -  A treatment for an illness. 
Life expectancy/lifespan – the typical length (in 
years) of a person (or creature’s) life time. 

Transport 

Lesson Question 

• How do we know about the Great Fire 
and events that happened nearly 350 
years ago? What does a historian do? 
 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

• How did the Romans change transport in 
Britain? Why are the Romans famous for 
their roads? 
 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

• What was travel and transport like in the 
Stone Age? Did Stone Age people trade 
with each other? 
 

Knowledge 
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-Know that we know about this period in history 
because of writers and artists who lived at that 
time.  
- Know that we can imagine what the fire might 
have looked like because artists who lived at that 
time painted some pictures. 
-For example, know that Samuel Pepys was a 
famous writer who kept a diary which detailed 
the events of the fire.  
-Know that Samuel Pepys witnessed and recorded 
the ways in which people were escaping from 
London, and what happened around him. 
- The books and manuscripts and pictures from 
that time are evidence about what happened. 
- Know that historians spend a lot of time trying 
to understand the events of the past, and looking 
at different evidence to decide what really 
happened. Sometimes, they might have to check 
evidence or even decide that some evidence is 
inaccurate or untrue. This is a very important part 
of what a historian does. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Evidence – facts or information that proves 
something is true or happened. 
Diary – A book which someone keeps a daily 
record of events and experiences. 
Witness – A person who sees an event happen.  
Manuscript – writing (on paper) 

- know that after the Roman invasion of Britain in 
AD 43, the Roman army started the rapid 
construction of a network of new roads. These 
served to link the most important military places. 
- Know that these roads allowed soldiers to move 
efficiently from ports such as Richborough and 
Dover in Kent, and enabled people and 
messengers to travel swiftly, and helped improve 
communication. 
- know that Roman soldiers were very skilled road 
builders.  They worked hard to make roads that 
were long-lasting and where people could walk. 
- know that the roads were paved with concrete 
and with stone.  
-Know that roads were built in straight lines and 
were curved to allow water to run off. 
- know that many of our modern roads still follow 
the same routes as the original Roman roads. This 
is why some roads are very long and straight. 
- Know that some of our roads today still bear the 
names they had in Roman times – e.g. Fosse Way 
and Ermine Street etc.  
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Settlement – A place where people set up homes. 
Military – The Armed forces of a country (Army) 
Communication -  the sharing of information by 
speaking, writing, or using some other medium 
 

- Know that the process of trading items took a 
lot more time as it was more difficult to find 
buyers and to transport goods by foot. 
- know that Stone Age people did not have 
knowledge of, or contact with distant places or 
other people as we do today. 
- know that communication only happened 
through human contact.  
- Goods, especially foods, were not able to be 
preserved, stored, packaged or sent across 
oceans over long distances to other countries as 
they are nowadays.  
- know that the Stone Age was the beginning of 
organised trade. Towards the end of the Stone 
Age, the first signs of trading items and foods 
began to happen. 
- know that stone age people would mostly have 
travelled by foot. There were no roads – probably 
only tracks through forests and woods. 
-Know that during the Stone Age the first boats 
(dugout boats) were built by removing the middle 
of a tree trunk. 
-Know that people began making simple wooden 
wheels so that they could transport food and 
crops. 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Trade –  the action of buying and selling goods 
and services. 
Buyer – someone involved in trade who buys a 
product or service from someone else (the seller). 
 
 

Influence on today 

Lesson Question 

• What happened after the Great Fire? 
What evidence can we see today? 
 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

• What is Hadrian’s Wall and who built it? 
How does Hadrian’s wall help us to 
understand Roman Britain? 
 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

• The Stone Age was over 5000 years ago 
– How do we know so much about it? 
  

Knowledge 
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-Know that when London was rebuilt, buildings 
were made of stone due to the fire spreading so 
quickly through wooden buildings. 
- Know that King Charles encouraged homeless 
people to move away from London and settle 
elsewhere. 
- Know that it is still possible to see how the Great 
Fire has shaped London today; most notably in 
the layout of streets and its church ruins. The 
Great Fire of London is one of the most defining 
incidents in London’s history and is taught in 
schools across the country. 
- know that steps were taken to make the water 
easier to access - essentially the beginnings of a 
fire hydrant system. 
-Know that new fire rules were introduced such 
as public buildings needing to have two water 
squirts and leather buckets on site, and fire hooks 
which were used to pull down burning buildings. 
Houses were not allowed to jut out into the street 
as they had often done beforehand. 
- Know that St Paul’s Cathedral was completely 
rebuilt. The architect was Sir Christopher Wren. 
-Know that the first version of the fire brigade 
was introduced The Metropolitan Fire Brigade 
was formed, with new fire stations, a new 
uniform and a new rank system.  
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Fire-resistant –  Something which will not catch 
fire easily. 
Fire Hydrant – a point in the street which the fire 
brigade can use to get water for their hoses. 
Public buildings – Buildings which are used by 
different members of society. 
Cathedral – a large church 
Architect – someone who designs buildings. 

-Know that Hadrian’s Wall was the north-west 
frontier of the Roman empire for nearly 300 
years.  
- know that it was built by the Roman army on the 
orders of the emperor Hadrian following his visit 
to Britain in AD 122.  
- know that it is 73 miles long, it crossed northern 
Britain from Wallsend on the River Tyne in the 
east to Bowness-on-Solway in the west.  
- know that the building of Hadrian’s Wall took at 
least six years to complete. The original plan was 
for a wall of stone or turf, with a guarded gate 
every mile and fronted by a wide, deep ditch.  
- know that, after the Roman’s left Britain, 
Hadrian’s Wall became a quarry for the stone to 
build castles and churches, farms and houses.  
- know that it was only from Victorian times that 
early archaeologists and historians began to study 
Hadrian’s Wall and sought to protect its 
magnificent remains. It was made a World 
Heritage Site in 1987. 
- know that historians and archaeologists uncover 
and examine Roman remains and this helps them 
to understand what life 2000 years ago was like. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Evidence – facts or information that proves 
something is true or happened. 
Modern – In present or recent times. 
Frontier – the line between two regions, or 
countries.  
Turf – a mixture of earth and grass. 
Quarry – somewhere which provides stones or 
rocks for use in buildings, usually a very large pit 
dug in the ground. 
Archaeologist -   A person who studies the past 
by looking at objects from a long time ago which 
have been buried. 

- Know that the evidence we have about the 
stone age period is very limited. Very little has 
survived from such a very long time ago. 
- Know that the stone age can be studied from 
objects which were made of flint, stone, bone, 
and antler. These objects are from very hard 
materials and have managed to survive over a 
long period of time.  
- Know that often the objects found are tools or 
other implements used by Stone Age people, such 
as sharpened pieces of flint used as a blade or a 
scraper 
- Know that archaeologists sometimes find these 
remains when they dig many layers below the 
ground. They can use special techniques to 
provide an estimate of the age of the objects they 
find 
- know that together with the remains of animals 
(their bones) hunted by Stone Age people, these 
objects have helped archaeologists to reconstruct 
how people in Stone Age times must have lived.  
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Archaeologist – See previous unit 
Evidence – Stories, objects, remains and other 
things which historians use to help to understand 
the past. 
Layer - a sheet, quantity, or thickness of material, 
typically one of several, covering a surface or 
body. 
Estimate – a rough indication of a true number, 
value or date. 
Flint – a type of hard rock 
Implement – a tool, or object with a purpose 
Sharpened – made sharp, pointed.  
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Unit Vocabulary 

 
 

Narrow, timber, bakery, extinguish, ignited, 
possessions, news, destroyed, temporary, 
permanent, evidence, diary, witness, architect, 
cathedral, Fire Hydrant, manuscript, monument, 
drought, combustible, plague 

Rural, wealthy, resources, available, introduced, 
crops, cattle, shrine, cleanliness, prevent, 
evidence, modern, converted, quarry, turf, 
frontier, settlement, military, communication, 
sewage, hygiene, livestock, tunic, stola, cloak, 
shawl, atrium, villa, thatched, conquer, 
archaeologist. 

Permanent, construction, available, suitable 
provide, hunt, farming, control, trial and error, 
remedies, tools, provide, export, trade, buyer, 
layer, estimate, flint, implement, sharpened, 
remedy, life-expectancy, lifespan, forage, pierce, 
weave  

Coverage of National 
Curriculum 

• Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally.  

• The lives of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements.  

 

Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. 
Significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality.  

Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. 
 
 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

• Similarity and Difference 

• Continuity and Change  

• Evidence and contestability  

• Cause and consequence 

• Similarity and Difference 

• Continuity and Change 
 

• Interaction and the environment  

• Similarity and difference  

• Continuity and change 

• Evidence and contestability 

Assessment  
Formative/Summative  

 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
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Year 3 Unit 1 -  Prehistoric Britain  Unit 2 – Shang Dynasty  Unit 3 – Ancient Greece  

Outcome 
(Essay Title) 

What do we know about the Prehistoric period? 
What do we know about life in the Shang 

Dynasty? 
How did the Ancient Greeks leave their mark on 

the world? 

Prerequisite 
Knowledge  

Year Two Summer – Stone Age Britain 
 -Know that homes were becoming more 
permanent as more people were farming rather 
than hunting and gathering. 
- Know that at the beginning of the stone age 
people were hunter-gatherers. They would hunt 
animals for meat and collect nuts and berries 
from forests. 

KS1 – Food eaten throughout time covered in the 
periods studied in KS1. 
Comparison of the live of the rich and poor 
throughout periods studied.  
Year Two Autumn- Stuart Britain (Great Fire of 
London) 
 --Know that we know about this period in history 
because of writers and artists. 
Year Two Spring – Roman Britain 
 - Know that people would visit a healing shrine 
and pray to Gods if they were unwell. 
Year Two Summer – Stone Age Britain 
 -  Know that most people believed that their lives 
and health were controlled by Gods/spirits. 

Year One Summer – Georgian Britain 
 -Know that power has changed from people with 
wealth and land to people who are voted for by 
the British population. 
Year Two Spring – Roman Britain 
 -Know that the roads were used by armies 
marching between towns and military bases. 
Year Two Summer – Stone Age Britain 
- Know that most people believed that their lives 
and health were controlled by Gods/spirits. 

Curriculum  
Content 

Lesson Question 

• How do we know about life in Prehistoric 
Britain? 

Knowledge 
-What the Cambrian Explosion was 
-How humans evolved  
-What fossils are and how they inform us about 
the past  

Lesson Vocabulary  
Evolve – When an animal or plant changes over 
time to survive in its environment. 
Archaeologist – A person who studies the past by 
looking at objects from a long time ago which 
have been buried.  

Lesson Question 

• How do we know about the Shang 
Dynasty? 

Knowledge 
- When the Shang Dynasty existed 
- Where the Shang Dynasty was 
- The different things people left behind 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Civilisation – When a big group of people live and 
work together in an organised way. 
Archaeologist – A person who studies the past by 
looking at objects from a long time ago which 
have been buried.  
Artefact – Any object made by a human, which 
helps us to learn about the past.  

Lesson Question 

• How was Greece organised? 
Knowledge 

- Where Ancient Greece was 
-The different city states that existed in Ancient 
Greece 
-How the different states were governed and 
ruled 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Civilization – A well developed society. 
Polis –  A city state in Ancient Greece 
Democracy –  A system where the population 
votes for their leader. 
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Palaeontologist – A person who studies the past 
by looking at fossils. 
Artefacts – Any object made by a human, which 
helps us to learn about the past.  

Source – A place, person or thing from which 
something originates.  

 
 

Lesson Question 

• Which animals lived during the Ice Age? 
Knowledge 

- What an Ice Age is and when it took place  
- Names and features of animals that lived during 
the Ice Age  
- The importance of hunting 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Glaciers – Large sheets of ice. 
Extinct – When there are no more of a species 
left. They have all died. 
Extant – When a species still exists and is alive 
today. 
Ivory – The horns or tusks of animals such as 
elephants and rhinos. 

Lesson Question 

• How did the Shang Dynasty begin? 
Knowledge 

- Who the first leader of the Shang Dynasty was 
- How the Shang Dynasty was so successful  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Dynasty – A family of rulers, where power is 
handed down from generation to generation. 
Emperor – A ruler in charge of an empire, or lots 
of different states/countries. 
Drought – A very dry period, where there is little 
of no rainfall for a long time.  
Sacrifice – The act of killing an animal or person, 
or giving up a possession to a God. 
Tribe – A small community or group of people 
who live together and work together.  

Lesson Question 

• What was the Golden Age of Ancient 
Greece? 

Knowledge 
- The cultural achievements of Greece 
- The Olympic Games 
- The birth of democracy 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Philosophy – The study the world and the nature 
of humans.  
Citizen – A person who lives in a particular place.   
Architecture – The design of buildings.  

Lesson Question 

• What were the different periods in the 
Stone Age? 

Knowledge 
- The Palaeolithic Era – key changes and how 
humans lived/behaved  
- The Mesolithic Era – key changes and how 
humans lived/behaved 
-The Neolithic Era– key changes and how humans 
lived/behaved 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Hunter-Gatherers – The name given to early 
humans who hunted animals and gathered plants, 
nuts and berries. 

Lesson Question 

• What was life like for people in the 
Shang Dynasty? 

Knowledge 
- What people ate 
-What people did for work 
- How life was different for the rich and the poor 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Fertile – Land which has lots of nutrients in it and 
so is good to grow things in.  
Social Class – The imaginary group that you are in 
based on how much money you have.  
Shangdi – The highest God (Shang = above, Di = 
emperor) 

Lesson Question 

• What did the Greeks believe? 
Knowledge 

- The major Greek Gods 
-How Athens got its name 
-What Greeks believe happened when people 
died 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Myths – A traditional story explaining 
supernatural beings or events. 
Temple – A building devoted to the worship of 
Gods. 
Eternal – Existing forever.  
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Neanderthals – A species of human who lived 
400,000 years ago.  

Priest – A religious leader. In ancient China, 
people believed they could predict the future.  

Lesson Question 

• What was life like in a Stone Age 
settlement? 

Knowledge 
- What caused the end of nomadic living  
- The discovery of Skara Brae and what it tells us  
- The mystery of Stonehenge  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Nomadic – Wondering around without a 
permanent home. 
Millet – A type of grain which can be cooked and 
eaten. 
Permanent – Lasting for a long time/forever.   

Lesson Question 

• What did the Shang people believe? 
Knowledge 

-The religions of the Shang people 
- The importance of ancestors to the Shang 
people 
- What the ‘Mandate of Heaven’ is 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Polytheistic-  The belief that there are many 
Gods. 
Ancestors – The people in your family who have 
already died.   
Deity – A God or Goddess.  
Divination – Trying to predict the future by asking 
spirits or Gods.  
 

Lesson Question 

• Who were the Ancient Greek 
Philosophers? 

Knowledge 
- How Socrates became the ‘father of Western 
philosophy’ 
- Why Plato built an Academy 
- What Aristotle believed and who he taught 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Philosophy –  The study the world and the nature 
of humans. 
Philosopher – Someone who studies philosophy. 
Debate – a discussion about a topic where two 
opposing arguments are put forward.  
Democracy –  A system where the population 
votes for their leader. 

 

Lesson Question 

• How did the Bronze Age change how 
people lived? 

Knowledge 
- The discovery of metal  
- The Beaker People and their influence on Britain  
- The Burton Hoard  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Ore – A rock that contains tiny bits of metal. 
Bronze – A metal made by mixing copper and tin. 
Brittle – When a material easily breaks, shatters 
or snaps. 
Trade –  the action of buying and selling goods 
and services. 
Hoard – A large collection of something, 
especially valuable.  

Lesson Question 

• Who was General Fu Hao? 
Knowledge 

- The role that Fu Hao played in the Shang 
Dynasty 
-What we can learn from a tomb 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Tomb – A room used to bury someone after they 
have died. 
Ritual – A special religious event with the same 
actions each time. 
Vessel – A container used for drink or liquid. 
United – When people are joined together under 
one leader.  
Politician – Someone who makes laws and 
represents the population.  

Lesson Question 

• Who won the Peloponnesian Wars? 
Knowledge 

- The difference between Athens and Sparta 
- The Spartans elite army 
- How Athens tried to defend itself 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Peninsula – A piece of land almost surrounded by 
water. 
Obedience – Following an order, request or law. 
Allies – States cooperating with one another for 
military purposes.  
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Lesson Question 
Who were the Celts, and what was life like for 

them? 
Knowledge 

- How life had changed since The Stone Age 
- The reasons behind the people of Britain 
attacking each other  
- Celtic lifestyle – including homes and jobs  
-How Celtic life compares to life today  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Tribes – Large groups of families who have joined 
up to live, work and fight together. 
Clans – Groups of people who are all loosely 
related in the same family. 
Hillforts – A large village on top of a hill, 
protected by a wall or barrier. 

Lesson Question 
How did the Shang Dynasty end? 

Knowledge 
- The achievements of the Shang Dynasty 
-The role of King Zhou in the end of the Shang 
Dynasty  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Tax – Money paid by people to their ruler or 
government to help run the country. 
Reign –  The period of time a King, Queen or ruler 
is in charge of their country. 
Chariots – A special walled platform with wheels, 
pulled by a horse.  
State – A country or area of land that is ruled by 
one person or government. 
 

Lesson Question 
Why was Alexander so Great? 

Knowledge 
- Who Alexander the great was 
- Which countries he conquered 
-How he conquered them so successfully 
-The legacy he left behind 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Assassinated – Killing someone by surprise or 
secret attack. 
Conquest – To gain control of something. 
Generals – A military officer.  

Unit Vocabulary 

Homo sapiens, The Ice Age, Palaeolithic Era, 
Mesolithic Era, Neolithic Era, Neanderthals, 
Extinct, Torc, Bronze, Iron  

Archaeologist, Artefacts, Bronze, Cowrie shells, 
Dynasty, Emperor, General, Jade, Oracle bones, 
Yellow River 

Hellas/Hellenes, Polis, BCE, Golden Age, 
Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Alexander 
the Great, Agora  

Coverage of National 
Curriculum 

• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to 
the Iron Age 

• The achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of where and 
when the first civilisations appeared and 
a depth study of The Shang Dynasty of 
Ancient China. 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life 
and achievements and their influence on 
the western world.  

 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge  

• Interaction and the environment  

• Similarity and difference  

• Continuity and change 

• Evidence and contestability 

• Continuity and change 

• Evidence and contestability 

• Power and legitimacy 
 

• Cause and consequence  

• Significance  

• Power and legitimacy  

• Political and social development 
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Assessment  
Formative/Summative  

 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
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Year 4 Unit 1 -  Roman Britain  Unit 2 - Anglo-Saxons and Scots  Unit 3 - Vikings  

Outcome 
(Essay Title) 

“The Romans changed the world forever.” How 
far do you agree with this statement? 

How did the Anglo Saxons and Scots change life in 
Britain? 

How did the Vikings change Britain? 

Prerequisite 
Knowledge 

Year Two Spring -Roman Britain 
 - Know that the Roman empire existed from 
27BC to the fifth century AD. It conquered many 
areas and, at its height, ruled much of Europe and 
some of North Africa.  
- Know that the Roman Empire was ruled from 
Rome, a city in what is now Italy, by Emperors, 
the first of which was Emperor Augustus.  
-Know that some wealthy Romans lived in villas 
and palaces. Villas were large farms with a big 
house for the owners. They had lots of servants 
and farm workers to help run the villa. 
- Know that after the Roman invasion of Britain in 
AD 43, the Roman army started the rapid 
construction of a network of new roads. These 
served to link the most important military places. 
- Know that these roads allowed soldiers to move 
efficiently from ports such as Richborough and 
Dover in Kent, and enabled people and 
messengers to travel swiftly, and helped improve 
communication. 

Year Two Spring -Roman Britain  
-  Know that the Romans first came to Britain in 
AD43, when Claudius was Emperor.  
-- know that ordinary people would not have had 
a doctor. Instead, they relied on simple herbal 
medicines combined with prayers to gods or 
deities, magic spells, and the wearing of amulets. 
Sometimes, people would visit a healing shrine 
and pray to Gods if they were unwell. 
Year Two Summer – Stone Age Britain 
 - Know that most people believed that their lives 
and health were controlled by Gods/spirits. 
- Know that this means the Stone Age is a period 
in history when humans changed from hunting 
and foraging, to becoming farmers. They began 
organising themselves to grow plants and keep 
animals for food in simple farms. 
Year Three Autumn – Prehistoric Britain 
- What caused the end of nomadic living  
- How life had changed from The Stone Age to the 
iron age  
Year Three Spring – The Shang Dynasty 
 -The religions of the Shang people 
Year Three Summer – Ancient Greece 
- The major Greek Gods 
-The different city states that existed in Ancient 
Greece 
-How the different states were governed and 
ruled 

Year Two Spring – Roman Britain  
-Know that the Romans first came to Britain in 
AD43, when Claudius was Emperor.  
Year Three Autumn – Prehistoric Britain 
- The reasons behind the people in Britain 
attacking each other  
Year Three Summer – Ancient Greece 
– Alexander the great’s conquests -How he 
conquered countries so successfully 
Year Four Spring – Vikings 
- The pagan beliefs of the Anglo-Saxons 
-The importance of Norse mythology 
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Curriculum 
Content 

Lesson Question 

• How did the Roman Empire become so 
powerful? 

Knowledge 
- How Rome began 
- How Rome became a Republic 
-The Punic Wars 
-Julius Caesar and dictatorship  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Empire – Lots of countries or states, all ruled by 
one person or state. 
Republic – When a country or state is ruled by 
the people and elected officials, instead of by a 
King or Queen. 
Citizens – Someone who is a legal and official 
member of a country or state. 

Lesson Question 

• How do we know about the Anglo-
Saxons and Scots? 

Knowledge 
-Who Gildas was 
-Who Bede was 
-The importance of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Artefacts – Objects made by people from the 
period being studied.   
Excavated – Digging up artefacts that have been 
buried over time.  
Legend – A story set in actual history, but which 
we don’t have any evidence for.  

Lesson Question 

• Why did the Vikings raid and invade 
Britain? 

Knowledge 
- Where the Vikings came from 
-What life was life in the Viking homelands 
-What Britain had to offer to invaders 
-How the Vikings settled in Britain 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Invade –  
Rural –  In the countryside, not in a town or city. 
Retaliation – A response to something, usually to  
take revenge. 
Motivations – A reason for doing something. 

Lesson Question 

• How did the Romans invade Britain? 
Knowledge 

- What life in Britain was like in 43CE 
- The difference between the Roman and Celtic 
armies 
- How the Romans built up new towns and cities 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Conquer – To take control of a different country, 
usually by force. 
Tribes – A group of people who live and work 
together. Usually links together through families, 
with one overall leader.  
Trade –  the action of buying and selling goods 
and services. 

Lesson Question 

• Who invaded Britain after the Romans 
left? 

Knowledge 
-The Scots invasion from Ireland 
-The Picts invasions from the north 
-The Angles, Saxons and Jutes  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Tribe –  A group of people who live and work 
together. Usually links together through families, 
with one overall leader. 
Rebellion -  To resist and try to overthrow the 
leader, usually by using force. 

Lesson Question 

• What happened at Lindisfarne in 793? 
Knowledge 

- Why Lindisfarne was such an important island 
-Who lived on Lindisfarne 
-How the Vikings found and attacked the island 
-How we know about the attacks 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Reform – Making changes to improve something. 
Isolated – Far away from other places, buildings 
or people. 
Source – A place, person or thing from which 
something originates.  

Lesson Question 

• Why did Boudicca lead a revolt against 
the Romans? 

Knowledge 
-The Iceni tribe under Prasutagus  
-What happened when Prasutagus died 

Lesson Question 

• What was life like for the Anglo-Saxons? 
Knowledge 

- What Anglo-Saxons ate 
-What Anglo-Saxon villages looked like 
-The jobs Anglo-Saxons did 
-How Anglo-Saxon society was organised  

Lesson Question 

• Why did Alfred sign a treaty with 
Guthrum? 

Knowledge 
- The Anglo-Saxon King Alfred 
- The Great Heathen Army 
-The Viking warrior Guthrum 
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-How Boudicca defeated the Romans in several 
battles  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Tribe –  A group of people who live and work 
together. Usually links together through families, 
with one overall leader. 
Plunder – To steal everything from a defeated 
town or city. 
Rebellion – To resist and try to overthrow the 
leader, usually by using force.  
Tactics – Special plans that you think about to 
help you win something.  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Crops – Plants that you grow which you can eat, 
like vegetables and salad. 
Thatched – When straw or dried vegetation is 
layered to make a roof.  
 

-How Guthrum became Æthelstan 
Lesson Vocabulary 

Kingdom –  An area of England ruled over by one 
King, usually a great warrior. 
Convert –  When someone changes from one 
religion to a different one. 
Defences – Things in place to resist attack. 

Lesson Question 

• What was the Romanisation of Britain? 
Knowledge 

- Roman towns, cities and buildings 
-Roman roads 
-Government and taxes 
-Roman plumbing and sewage  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Culture – Human accomplishments like, 
literature, music, food and art. 
Conquered – When a country is invaded, 
defeated and ruled by another state.  
Uprising – When a group of people rise up against 
their leader. 

Lesson Question 

• What did the Anglo-Saxons believe? 
Knowledge 

- The pagan beliefs of the Anglo-Saxons 
-The importance of Norse mythology 
-How Augustine reintroduced Christianity to 
England 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Festival – A special event where everyone 
celebrates something together.  
Converted –  When someone changes from one 
religion to a different one. 
Winter Solstice – The day of the year with the 
least sunlight, usually around 21 December.  

Lesson Question 

• Were the Vikings the first Europeans to 
discover the Americas? 

Knowledge 
- The Irish priest Brendan 
-The Viking explorer Bjarni Herjolfsson  
-The Viking explorer Leif Erikson 
-The Italian explorer Christopher Columbus  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Indigenous – Originally from a particular place.  
Voyage –  A long journey involving travel by sea.  
Explorer – A person who explores a new area.  
Settlement -  A place where people set up homes. 

Lesson Question 

• What did the Romans believe? 
Knowledge 

-Paganism in Britain 
-Roman Gods 
-The Emperor 
-Constantine’s dream 
-Christianity in Britain 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Ancestors – A person related to you who lived a 
long time ago. 

Lesson Question 

• What was the heptarchy? 
Knowledge 

- About the seven kingdoms of England 
- The Kings Offa and Egbert 
-Why Offa built a dyke. 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Archaeologist – A person who digs up artefacts 
and buildings from the past and studies them. 
Excavated – Digging up artefacts that have been 
buried over time. 

Lesson Question 

• Who were the Norse Gods? 
Knowledge 

- The similarities between the Norse and Anglo-
Saxon Gods 
- The story of Odin’s eye 
- The death of Baldur  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Immortal – living forever, never dying.  
Sacrifice – Surrendering a possession as an 
offering for a God.  
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Crucified – A way of executing someone by 
nailing them to a wooden cross. 
Converted – When someone changes from one 
religion to a different one. 

Kingdom – An area of England ruled over by one 
King, usually a great warrior.  

Lesson Question 

• How did the Roman Empire fall? 
Knowledge 

- The collapse of the Roman Empire 
-How the empire has become too big to support 
itself  
- The Vandals, Huns, Visigoths and Goths 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Republic – A country or state without a King or 
Queen. 
Empire – Many countries and states who are all 
ruled by a single leader.   
Conquering –  Invading and taking over other 
countries by force.  
Factor – A reason that explains why something 
happened. 

Lesson Question 

• Why did the Anglo-Saxons build burhs? 
Knowledge 

- Who the Danes were 
-Why Alfred was ‘Great’ 
-What a Burh was, and why they were built  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Raid – To quickly attack and steal things from a 
village or town. 
Fertile – Land which has lots of nutrients, so is 
easy to grow crops in.  
 

Lesson Question 

• Did King Cnut try to stop the tide from 
coming in? 

Knowledge 
- How Cnut became King 
- Cnuts religious beliefs and activities  
-The different explanations for Cnut trying to stop 
the tide. 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Stability – A situation in which a system can 
continue in a regular and successful way without 
unexpected changes.  
Ascended – To become King or Queen.  
 

Unit Vocabulary 

Amphitheatre, Aqueduct, Barbarian, Centurion, 
Citizen, Client King, Culture, Dictator, Emperor, 
Empire, Government, Impact, Latin, Legion, 
Oppidum, Paganism, Rebellion, Taxes, Toga, Villa  

Anglo-Saxons, Picts, Celtic, Britons, Paganism, 
Christianity, Heptarchy, Kingdom, Shire  

Vikings, Danelaw, Raid, Danegeld, Longship, 
Pagan, Monotheist, Polytheist, Saga, Valhalla, 
Asgard  

Coverage of National 
Curriculum 

• The Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain 

 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots 

 

• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 
the Kingdom of England to the time of 
Edward the Confessor 
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Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

• Change and continuity 

• Significance 

• Cause and consequence 
 

• Continuity and change 

• Evidence and contestability 
 

• Cause and consequence  

• Power and authority  

• Interaction and the environment  

Assessment  
Formative/Summative  

 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
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Year 5 Unit 1 -  Benin Kingdom Unit 2 – Medieval Monarchs Unit 3 – Middle East  

Outcome 
(Essay Title) 

“The artistic culture was the Benin Kingdom’s 
greatest achievement.” How far do you agree 

with this statement? 
Who was the greatest medieval monarch? 

What would it take for peace in the Middle East 
to be achieved? 

Prerequisite 
Knowledge  

Year Two Spring – Roman Britain 
- Know that the Roman empire existed from 27BC 
to the fifth century AD 
Year two summer stone age  Know that most 
people believed that their lives and health were 
controlled by Gods/spirits. 
- know that the Stone Age was the beginning of 
organised trade. Towards the end of the Stone 
Age, the first signs of trading items and foods 
began to happen. 
Year Three Spring – Shang Dynasty 
- When the Shang Dynasty existed 
- Where the Shang Dynasty was 
-The religions of the Shang people 
Year Three Summer – Ancient Greece 
-Where Ancient Greece was 
-The different city states that existed in Ancient 
Greece 
- The major Greek Gods 
Year Four Autumn – Roman Britain 
-How Rome began 

Year One Spring – Victorian Britain 
-Know the period of time referred to as ‘Victorian 
Britain’ and that it is so called because of the 
Queen at that time. 
Year One Summer – Georgian Britain 
- Know that the Georgian era is generally thought 
to be the 18th century, or 1700s. It was so named 
because there were many kings called George in 
the throne over that period. 
Year Three Spring – Shang Dynasty  
-The role of King Zhou in the end of the Shang 
Dynasty  
Year Four Summer – Vikings  The Anglo-Saxon 
King Alfred 
 

Year Two Spring -Roman Britain 
 - Know that the Roman empire existed from 
27BC to the fifth century AD. It conquered many 
areas and, at its height, ruled much of Europe and 
some of North Africa.  
Year Three Spring – Shang Dynasty 
- When the Shang Dynasty existed 
- Where the Shang Dynasty was 
Year Three Summer – Ancient Greece 
-Where Ancient Greece was 
-The different city states that existed in Ancient 
Greece 
Year Five Autumn – Benin Kingdom 
-civil war in the 1700s 
 -the conflict of 1897 
 

Curriculum  
Content: 

Knowledge  

Lesson Question 
How did the Benin Kingdom begin? 
 

Knowledge 
-How the dynasty of the Obas began 
-Ewuare the Great  
-Reasons why Benin grew into a successful 
empire  

Lesson Question 
In 1066, who was the rightful heir to the throne? 

Knowledge 
- The events leading up to and during the Battle 
of Hastings 
- The different claims to the throne 
- The importance of the Domesday book  

Lesson Vocabulary 

Lesson Question 
How was the Kingdom of Israel established? 

Knowledge 
-The Sumerians and Mesopotamians form the 
world’s first civilisations 
- Hebrew exodus from Egypt (led by Moses) 
-The biblical account of the early Kingdom of 
Israel 
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Lesson Vocabulary 
Empire –  Lots of countries or states, all ruled by 
one person or state. 
Banished – Having to permanently leave a place.  
Influence – Having an effect on something.  
 

Successor – A person who has a job or position 
after someone else.  
Claim – State or assert that something is the case. 
Taxes – A compulsory contribution to the state.  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Dominated – Have power and influence over. 
Archaeologist –   A person who studies the past 
by looking at objects from a long time ago which 
have been buried. 
Civilisation –  When a big group of people live 
and work together in an organised way. 
 

Lesson Question 
What was life like for the Edo people in the Benin 
Kingdom? 

Knowledge 
- How the Obas ruled  
- What guilds are 
- How religion involved gods and magic  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Chief – A leader or ruler of people. 
Merchant – A person involved in trade.  
Official – A person having official duties, 
especially as a representative of an organisation.  

Lesson Question 
Who was responsible for the death of Thomas 
Becket? 

Knowledge 
- The conflict between the King and Church  
-The events leading up to Becket’s death  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Responsible – Being the cause of something. 
Restore – Bring back or re-establish. 
Appointed – Being chosen/decided usually 
beforehand.  
Penance – Self-punishment  

Lesson Question 
Why is the Middle East important to different 
religions? 

Knowledge 
-Why Israel and Jerusalem are important for Jews 
-Why Jerusalem and Mecca are important for 
Muslims 
-Why Jerusalem is important for Christians 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Migration –  Movement of people to a new area 
or country. 
Allegiance – Loyalty and commitment to a group 
or cause.  
Crusade – Military expeditions. 

 

Lesson Question 
How were trade links established and what goods 
were traded? 

Knowledge 
- Which Europeans Benin started trading with  
- What goods were traded 
-What manila bracelets were and what the Edo 
people used them for  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Slave – A person who is legal property of another 
and is forced to obey them.  
Trade -  the action of buying and selling goods 
and services. 

Lesson Question 
Who was the worse King: Richard or John? 

Knowledge 
-The qualities of a good Medieval King  
- The main events of King Richard’s life 
-The main events of King John’s life  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Revolt/Rebellion –  To resist and try to overthrow 
the leader, usually by using force. 
Persecution – hostility and ill-treatment. 
Taxes –  A compulsory contribution to the state. 
 

Lesson Question 
What was the Ottoman Empire? 

Knowledge 
-Where the Ottoman Empire was 
-How the Ottoman Empire began 
-The success of the Ottoman Empire 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Founded – To set up or create. 
Conquer – To defeat and take over. 
Empire –  Lots of countries or states, all ruled by 
one person or state. 
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Lesson Question 
What led to the Civil War in the 1700s? 

Knowledge 
- What the Golden Age was 
- Why the Kingdom went into decline in the 1600s 
-What Oba Akenzua and son Eresonyen did to 
kick-start the Benin renewal  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Territories – An area of land under the 
jurisdiction or a ruler or state.  
Moat – A deep, wide ditch surrounding a castle, 
fort or town.  
Civil War – A war between people who live in the 
same country.  

Lesson Question 
In what ways was Edward I a ‘great and terrible 
King’? 

Knowledge 
- Edward I’s accomplishments 
-His conquest of Wales and wars with Scotland 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Crusade –  Military expeditions. 
Colony – A country or area under the full or 
partial political control of another country.  
Execution – Carrying out a plan, order or cause of 
action.  

Lesson Question 
What events led to the Arab-Israeli War in 1948? 

Knowledge 
-Antisemitism across Europe 
-The Zionist movement and Balfour agreement  
-Jewish immigration to Palestine 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Antisemitism – Hostility and prejudice against 
Jewish people. 
Independence –  When a nation, country or state 
can exercise self-government. 
 

Lesson Question 
What was the Transatlantic Slave Trade? 

Knowledge 
-The route of the Transatlantic slave trade  
- Examples of goods traded 
-What the ‘Middle Passage’ was  
-How Britain was involved  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Migration – Movement of people to a new area 
or country.  
Trafficking – The action of transporting people 
from one country or area to another for 
exploitation.   
Colonies – A country or area under the full or 
partial control of another country.  

Lesson Question 
Why did Henry VIII initiate the English 
reformation? 

Knowledge 
- The changes in Europe around religion in this 
period 
-The factors influencing Henry’s desire to break 
with Rome 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Annul – Ending a marriage.  
Monastery – Buildings occupied by monks.  
Reform -  Making changes to improve something. 

Lesson Question 
Why did Israel and Arab nations fight wars, and 
how did it change who controlled the region? 

Knowledge 
-The Arab-Israeli war of 1948 
-The Six-Day War 
-The changing geography of the area 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Strike – A refusal to work or follow leaders. 
Establishment – The action of establishing 
(creating) something.  
Cease-fire – Suspension of fighting.  
 

Lesson Question 
Why did the British colonise Benin and what 
impact did this have? 

Knowledge 
-Why Britain wanted a closer relationship with 
the Kingdom of Benin 
- What happened in the conflict of 1897 
-The Benin Punitive Expedition 
-When Benin became an independent country 

Lesson Question 
Was Elizabeth ‘weak and feeble’? 

Knowledge 
-Elizabeth’s defeat of the Spanish Armada 
-The context when she inherited the throne 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Successor –  A person who has a job or position 
after someone else. 
Feeble – Lacking strength.  

Lesson Question 
Where does the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict stand 
now? 

Knowledge 
-The First and Second intifadas 
-The Oslo Accords and attempts at peace  
-Continuing conflict and tension in the religion  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Skirmishes – Irregular or unplanned fighting.  
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Lesson Vocabulary 
Expedition – A journey undertaken by a group of 
people with a particular purpose.  
Independence – When a nation, country or state 
can exercise self-government.  
 

 Protest – A statement or action expressing 
disapproval or objection to something.  
Collaborators – A person who works jointly on an 
activity or project.  
 

Unit Vocabulary 

Oba, Ogisos, Empire, Guild, Animism, Voodoo, 
Cowrie shells, Civil War, Moat, Colonisation  

Monarch, Government, Democracy, Crusades, 
Domesday Book, Magna Carta, Feudal system, 
Feudalism, Baron, Knights, Peasant  

Gaza Strip, Nakba, Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), Intifada, Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Zionism, Hamas, Israel, 
Palestine, West Bank 

Coverage of National 
Curriculum 

• A non-European society that provides 
contrast with British history. 

• A study of an aspect of theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066. 

• A non-European society that provides 
contrast with British history. 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge  

• Change and continuity 

• Diversity 

• Perspective 
 

• Power and authority 

• Political and social developments 

• Change and continuity 
 

• Continuity and change 

• Evidence and contestability  

• Power and legitimacy  

• Perspective  

• Cause and consequences  

Assessment  
Formative/Summative  

 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
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Year 6 Unit 1 -  Industrial Revolution  Unit 2 – Civil Rights  Unit 3 – Twentieth Century Conflict 

Outcome 
(Essay Title) 

“The most important changes in Britain between 
1750-1900 were political.” To what extent do you 

agree with this statement? 

“Civil disobedience was more important than 
legal decisions during the civil rights movement.”  

Do you agree? 

“The outbreak of World War II was inevitable.” To 
what extent do you agree with this statement? 

Prerequisite 
Knowledge  

Year One Spring – Victorian Britain 
- Know the period of time referred to as ‘Victorian 
Britain’ and that it is so called because of the 
Queen at that time. 
-Know that houses in Victorian times did not have 
toilets or baths, people shared an outside toilet 
with other houses.  
- Most houses did not have water or taps, but 
instead people used a pump (large tap) in the 
street. 
- Know that, in Victorian times, there were not 
hospitals like we see now, or in the 1960s. 
-Know that the Victorian era was a period in 
which there were a great many inventions. 
- Know that trains were used to travel to different 
cities, but that these trains were powered by 
steam. Trains were a popular form of transport. 
Year One Summer – Georgian Britain 
- know that the network of canals (which we can 
still see today) were vital to the industrial 
development of Britain.  

Year One Summer – Georgian Britain 
-  Know that throughout the Georgian period the 
political rights of ordinary men and women were 
extremely limited.  
Year Five Autumn – Benin Kingdom 
-The route of the Transatlantic slave trade  
 

Year One Autumn 1960’s Britain 
- Know that the NHS was founded in 1948, 
following the second world war.  
Year One Spring – Victorian Britain 
-Know that Mary Seacole was a nurse who moved 
to England from Jamaica to nurse injured or sick 
soldiers in the war. (Crimean) 
Year Five Autumn – Benin Kingdom 
-civil war in the 1700s 
 -the conflict of 1897 
Year Five Summer – Middle East 
Antisemitism across Europe 
 

Curriculum  
Content: 

Knowledge 

Lesson Question 

• What were the key features of Victorian 
Society? 

Knowledge 
 

-What were the key dates in the period 
-The nature of the class system 
-Population grew massively through this period  

Lesson Question 

• What was the United States of America 
like in the 1950’s? 

Knowledge 
 

-How equal American society was 
-About the Age of Consensus 
-About the middle class of America 

Lesson Question 

• Why did the First World War begin? 
Knowledge 

 
- About the unification of Germany 
-The international treaties that existed between 
different countries 
-The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand  
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Lesson Vocabulary 
Empire –  Lots of countries or states, all ruled by 
one person or state. 
Revolution – A forcible overthrow of a 
government. 
 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Diverse – Showing a lot of variety or difference. 
Affluent – Having lots of money, usually when 
talking about a group or area.  
Violate – To break an agreement, fail to respect 
someone or something, or treat someone or 
something badly.  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Alliance – When two or more countries agree to 
work together, especially to defend each other if 
either is attacked. 
Ultimatum – A final demand, which will result in a 
consequence if not met.  
 

Lesson Question 

• How did living conditions change during 
the Industrial Revolution? 

Knowledge 
 

-How did housing change as people moved to 
cities 
-What caused the pollution that emerged in the 
Industrial Revolution 
-How were people’s lives and health accepted 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Industry – Economic activity concerned with 
manufacturing gods. 
Communal – Shared by members of a 
community. 
Sanitation – Conditions relating to public health.  

Lesson Question 

• Why did Oliver Brown take the Board of 
Education to the Supreme Court? 

Knowledge 
 

-What Jim Crow Laws were 
-What the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution of America guaranteed 
-How schools were segregated 
-How civil rights campaigners challenged this  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Filed – To ask a court to settle a dispute or 
disagreement about the law.  
Segregation – The act of separating different 
groups, usually based on race.  

Lesson Question 

• Why were so many lives lost on the 
Western Front? 

Knowledge 
 

- The new weaponry of the First World War 
-Trench warfare and the conditions in the 
trenches 
-The major battles of WW1 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Unsanitary – Dirty, unhygienic or unclean.  
Lice – Small insects that live on the skin. 

Lesson Question 

• How did working conditions change 
during the Industrial Revolution? 

Knowledge 
 

-What types of jobs did people do 
-What were the factory conditions like in this 
period 
-What laws were passed in this period to improve 
working conditions 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Inquiry – An act of asking for information. 
Compulsory – Required by law or rule. 
 

Lesson Question 

• Why didn’t Rosa Parks give up her seat 
on the bus? 

Knowledge 
 

-About Rosa Parks’ role in the NAACP 
-What nonviolent civil disobedience is 
-What the Montgomery bus boycott was 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Bail – Money paid to jail to let a person out whilst 
they wait for their trial.  
Boycott – Stop using a company or service in 
protest of something they are doing. 

Lesson Question 

• Was the Treaty of Versailles fair? 
Knowledge 

 
- The aims of the Treaty of Versailles 
-The leaders who wrote the terms of the treaty 
-The main terms of the treaty 
-The objections of Germany  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Conference – A formal meeting or people with a 
shared interest.  
Allies -  When two or more countries agree to 
work together, especially to defend each other if 
either is attacked. 
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Bankrupt – When a person or company runs out 
of money, and is unable to pay money it owes 
others.  
Unjustly – To be treated unfairly.  

Lesson Question 

• What inventions revolutionised the lives 
of British people? 

Knowledge 
 

-How invention supported the developments in 
textile production 
-The impact of the steam engine on the railways  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Yarn – Spun thread used for knitting, weaving or 
sewing. 
Locomotive – A powered railway vehicle.  
Demand – An insistent request. 

 

Lesson Question 

• What was Martin Luther King’s dream? 
Knowledge 

 
-Who Martin Luther King Jr was 
-About the March on Washington 
-About Martin Luther King’s famous I Have A 
Dream Speech  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Prosperity – Being wealthy and successful 
Exile – When you are sent away and banned from 
your community.  
Threshold – The entrance to a building or place.  
Lodging – A place to sleep and stay temporarily.  

Lesson Question 

• How did Hitler rise to power in the 
1930’s? 

Knowledge 
 

-The success of Hitler’s book ‘Mein Kampf’ 
-The global economic disaster in 1929 
-Hitler’s talents as an orator 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Republic – A state or country which dones not 
have a monarchy, and instead has an elected 
president. 
Territory – Land which belongs to a country. 
Discontent – Unhappiness with current 
circumstances.  

Lesson Question 

• How did the Industrial revolution change 
the lives of people in Birmingham? 

Knowledge 
 

-The importance of Birmingham’s canal network  
-How the economic boom impacted population 
-The impact of immigration as a result of job 
opportunities and the passing of the Municipal 
Charter to address the impact 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Trade –  the action of buying and selling goods 
and services. 
Immigration –  Movement of people to a new 
area or country. 
Impact – An effect or influence.  

Lesson Question 

• Why did 3200 people march from Selma 
to Montgomery? 

Knowledge 
 

-The ongoing discrimination following 
desegregation  
-Police brutality against black protestors and 
activists 
-The influence of the media on the general public 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Congress – The section of US government that 
makes and approves laws. 
Condolences – An expression of sympathy, 
especially after someone has died. 

Lesson Question 

• What was life like in Nazi Germany? 
Knowledge 

 
-The control of schools and domestic life 
-The role of boys, girls, men and women 
-The establishment of youth groups 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Economy – The state of a country in terms of 
money. 
Recovery – Returning to normal.  
Community – A group of people living in the 
same place. 
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Lesson Question 

• What political changes took place during 
the industrial revolution? 

Knowledge 
 

-Why people felt that Parliament was not serving 
them 
-The achievements of the Great Reform Act 
-The weakness of the Act. 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Coup – A sudden violent seizure of power from a 
government.  
Elections – A formal and organised choice by 
vote. 

Lesson Question 

• What is the Black Lives Matter 
movement and why is it needed? 

Knowledge 
 

-The state of race relations in the USA today 
-The causes and consequences of the Ferguson 
protests 

Lesson Vocabulary 
Custody – Temporarily put in jail after being 
arrested. 
Chapters – A more local branch or group of a 
bigger organisation. 

Lesson Question 

• Was the Second World War inevitable? 
Knowledge 

 
-Hitler’s foreign policy and actions 
-Britain and France’s policy of appeasement 
-Hitler’s annexation of Czechoslovakia and 
Austria-Hungary 
-Germany’s invasion of Poland  

Lesson Vocabulary 
Unite – Come together for a common purpose.  
Isolated –  Far away from other places, buildings 
or people. 

Unit Vocabulary 

Industry, Industrial Revolution, Population, 
Economy, Agriculture, Poverty, Mass Production, 
Era, Sanitation, Child Labour 

Boycott, Civil Rights, Civil Disobedience, 
Integration, Jim Crow Laws, Ku Klux Klan, 
Segregation, Separate But Equal, NAACP, 
Nonviolence 

WW1 - Blockade, Bolsheviks, Mobilisation, 
Schlieffen Plan, Trench Warfare, Propaganda, 
Rationing, Western Front, Reparations 
 
WW2- Appeasement, Atomic Bomb, Blitzkrieg, 
The Holocaust, Lebensraum, Luftwaffe, Nazi 
Party, Propaganda, Soviet Union, Third Reich  

Coverage of National 
Curriculum 

• A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge. 

• A study of an aspect or theme in global 
history. 

• A study of an aspect or themes in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge. 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge  

• Change and continuity 

• Perspective 

• Cause and consequence 
 

• Social and political attitudes 

• Revolution 

• Identity 
 

• Similarity and difference  

• Power and legitimacy  

• Cause and consequence  

• Political and social development  
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Assessment  
Formative/Summative  

 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 

Lesson outcomes (Green/pink highlighters)  
Retrieval quiz results  
End of unit essay content  
Knowledge organiser quiz result  
 


